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Reye's syndrome is a severe and often fatal disease of unknown aetiology and pathogenesis that affects children after viral illness.l1A It is characterised by encephalopathy and acute fatty degeneration of the liver.1-4 Epidemiological studies have suggested a close association with the development of Reye's syndrome and administration of aspirin to children infected with different types of viruses, where over 95% of children with the full blown syndrome have a history of aspirin ingestion.5 6 A role for endotoxin in the development of Reye's syndrome was suggested by Cooperstock et 
